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October of '98 to our p r e s e n t  fund b a l a n c e  of s o m e t h i n g  over 
$30 million. N o w  we are g o i n g  to start u s i n g  t h a t  mo n e y  as 
t hese inves t i g a t i o n s  b e c o m e  completed, and we d e c i d e  w h i c h  funds 
or w h i c h  sites n e e d  c l eanup m ore b a d l y  than others o r ... or that 
w o n ' t  r e s u l t  in cl e a n i n g  t h e m selves up, a nd so y o u ' l l  start to 
see the fund d e c l i n e  some. E v e n  if w e  d o n ' t  take the 
$6 million, in about tw o  years we'll start to see a d e c l i n e  that 
will con t i n u e  in the fore s e e a b l e  futu r e  as w e  u s e  t h e  mo n e y  for 
cleanup. N o w  at some point, and I do n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  t hat point 
is, we ' l l  get out h e r e  to w h e r e  we 'l l be b e l o w  $5 m i l l i o n  or 
d o w n  to $5 million, and we'll h a v e  to m a k e  a decision, either 
slow d o w n  the c leanups or increase the t a x  again. So I think 
t h a t 's ...i t ...i t ...t hat w e '11 arrive at that p o i n t  w h e t h e r  we
take this $6 m i l l i o n  or w h e t h e r  we don't. W e ' l l  arr i v e  at that 
point m o r e  q u i c k l y  if w e  take the $6 million, so it's, yo u  know, 
it's a decision. I...I'm not...I don't feel g o o d  a b o u t  taking 
this $6 m i l l i o n  at all b e c a u s e  I k now we ' l l  r e a c h  a p o i n t  where 
we'll h a v e  to r e p l a c e  it or...o r . . . o r  slow d o w n  th e  cleanups 
significantly. Bu t  I am tryi n g  t o . . . I ' m  t r y i n g  to do what the 
A p p r o pr iati ons Commi t t e e  is s u g g esting in a ra t i o n a l  w a y  to get 
us b y  this h u r d l e  or at least h elp w i t h  t he hurdle, an d  so I...I
still w i l l  suppo rt what the A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  Commi t t e e  is
suggesting. Bu t  I h ave h a n d e d  this out so t h a t . . . j u s t  to try to 
h elp all of us h a v e . . . h a v e  as m uch i n f o r m a t i o n  as we can in
m a k i n g  this decision. So that's th e  w a y  I feel a b o u t  it. Thank 
y o u , M r . S p e a k e r .

S P E AKER KRISTENSEN: S e nator Janssen.

SENATOR JANSSEN: T h a n k  you, Mr. Speaker, m e m bers of the body.
Senator Bromm, I r emember when we t r i e d  to set t his c l eanup of 
p e t r o l e u m  up. It was a p r e t t y  h a r d - f o u g h t  battle. I mean, we 
w e r e ... we were i d e n t i f y i n g  m ore sites t h a n ...t h a n  w h a t  we ever 
e xpec ted  a n d ...an d  the fund was set u p  t o ... to a d e q u a t e l y  serve 
t hese cl e a n - u p  sites. A n d . . . a n d  I'm sure t hat no t  every site 
has b e e n  identified. There will be n e w  ones come along 
t h a t . . . t h a t  will b e  identified and it ' s . . . I ' m  sure t h a t  a lot of 
the sites, the old sites, over time h a v e  b e e n  cleaning 
t h e m selves up. B e c a u s e  th e  w a y  t h e . . .the w a t e r  flows
u n d e r ...underground, it's like a u n d e r g r o u n d  river, it moves on 
and it.. . t h e y  k i n d  of bi o d e g r a d e  themselves, and b y  the time.


